
Culture of Worship                   Ephesians 5 

Ephesians 5 v1 Be imitators of God, 

therefore, as dearly loved children 2 

and live a life of love, just as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us as 

a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  

3 But among you there must not be 

even a hint of sexual immorality, or of 

any kind of impurity, or of greed, 

because these are improper for God’s 

holy people. 4 Nor should there be 

obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, 

which are out of place, but rather 

thanksgiving. 5 For of this you can be 

sure: No immoral, impure or greedy 

person—such a person is an idolater—

has any inheritance in the kingdom of 

Christ and of God. 6 Let no one 

deceive you with empty words, for 

because of such things God’s wrath 

comes on those who are disobedient. 7 

Therefore do not be partners with them.  

8 For you were once darkness, but now 

you are light in the Lord. Live as 

children of light 9 (for the fruit of the 

light consists in all goodness, 

righteousness and truth) 10 and find 

out what pleases the Lord. 11 Have 

nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of 

darkness, but rather expose them. 12 It 

is shameful even to mention what the 

disobedient do in secret. 13 But 

everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible—and everything that is 

illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is 

why it is said: “Wake up, sleeper, rise 

from the dead, and Christ will shine on 

you.” 

15 Be very careful, then, how you 

live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 

making the most of every opportunity, 

because the days are evil. 17 Therefore 

do not be foolish, but understand what 

the Lord’s will is. 18 Do not get drunk 

on wine, which leads to debauchery. 

Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19 

speaking to one another with psalms, 

hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing 

and make music from your heart to the 

Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God 

the Father for everything, in the name 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Be imitators of God. Most 
impersonators learn how to 
mimic people by studying their 
speak, mannerisms and actions. 
We should be those who give 
God our attention to be come like him. Worship can be part of 
that process, spending time with him, enjoying his presence and 
reminding ourselves of his promises.  But worship is a lifestyle 
not just a time of singing. 
 

1. Living a life of love  
 

Following Jesus’ example 
Jesus gave his life for us and as a sacrifice to God. We should 
follow his example and live a life of love (loving God, loving the 
church and loving those in the world). 
  

Sacrifice 

 

2.      Living as children of the light  
 
We are dearly loved children, so let’s live like children of light 
rather than children of the darkness. Living in darkness includes  
“sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because 
these are improper for God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there be 
obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out of place”  
11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather 
expose them.” 

 

Find out what pleases God 
 

Holiness 

 

3. Living as wise people 
 

Being filled with the Spirit, make the most of every opportunity 
 

Service 

 
Sung worship can help us live a life of worship.  
Psalms - from the Old Testament 
Hymns - possibly like psalms but freshly composed to celebrate 
Jesus the Messiah and the new life that he brings (v14) 
Spiritual songs - lyrics and melodies inspired by the Spirit, “made 
up” on the spot. 
 
“If you don’t want your mind and heart to go wandering off into the 
realms of darkness, one of the best ways is to keep them well stocked 
with wise and thankful themes, so that words of comfort, guidance and 
good judgment come bubbling up unbidden from the memory and 
subconscious.”    Tom Wright 
 
Worship helps us by 

1. telling our corporate story, realigning ourselves with 
God and his purposes 

2. declaring things about God's nature and actions, builds 
our faith 

3. softening our hearts in worship enables us to 
encounter God 


