
Both and evangelism. 
What is evangelism? Simply put evangelism is proclaiming the ‘good news’ (the 
evangel) proclaiming the ‘gospel’ that God has acted to save and that we have Jesus as 
our King, Lord and Saviour. 
 
Evangelism is process and precipitate moments, process and encounter 
It’s been said that becoming a Christian is as easy as ABC, ‘Admit we are 
sinners/powerless, Believe in Jesus (his atoning death), Confess with our lips (pray the 
prayer!). That formula may be true, but for it to be true profoundly for an individual often 
demands process. When did the disciples become Christians? When they left all to follow 
Jesus? At Caesarea Philippi when Peter confessed Jesus was Christ? At the first 
encounter with the risen Jesus? On the day of Pentecost? What about other examples in 
the book of Acts are there of people coming to faith? What does it mean to be ‘cut to the 
heart’? 
It’s because evangelism is like this, process and ‘crisis’ that we organize church as we do. 
That's why we run alpha, that's why we have regular services that have invitation points 
and even altar calls within them. That’s why we have baptisms, to acknowledge in a 

moment what has happened through a process. 
 
Evangelism is both come and see and go and tell.  John 4:29 Mark 16:15. 
We need to go, we need to go everywhere, to be sent out, dispersed, scattered like salt.  
 Christians need to be engaging and present in every area of society, and go to every 
ethnic and cultural group. We also need to point to the light, to the city on a hill, to invite 
people to ‘taste and see’. It’s not either or! Evangelism invites to join a community, to 
belong to a kingdom and to journey with fellow pilgrims. Is there a difference between 
being an ‘evangelist’ and a ‘witness’? 

 
Evangelism' is both words and works Matt 5:16 Romans 10:14-15 
James says ‘Show me your faith without deeds and I’ll show you my faith by what I do’ 
2:19. But biblically preaching and action; including healing the sick and feeding the hungry, 
went together. 
 

Evangelism is both through the individual, and the group. John 13:34-5.  
The Church is the messenger, but she is also the message. The power of the group is that 
it reveals Christianity is not just a personal, private thing for religious types. It’s a revelation 
that all kinds of people are transformed by the life of the Spirit that is tangible between 
believers. 
 

Evangelism is both bad news and good news Romans 3:9-20 Matt 9:12 
It’s bad news that we are sick. It’s good news that there is a cure. It’s bad news that we 
are sinners. It’s good news that there is forgiveness. 

 
Evangelism is both kingdom joining and kingdom leaving. Colossians 1:13 
 
Questions. What is my story of coming to faith? Am I still in process? What precipitate 
moments have I had along that journey? 
In what ways can I ‘go and tell’? Where do I have confidence to invite people to ‘come and 
see’? 
How would I put the gospel into words? Do I have confidence in it? How would I put the 
gospel into Deeds and actions? 


